Abraham’s addendum to his sharing in the Family Workshop of the Co-workers Retreat
2022

During the parenthood workshop, | stressed the disproportionate impact that fathers
have on their children’s spiritual growth. This is important and true. What | said was targeted at
the fathers who were present at the workshop. But immediately after, | regretted not talking
about God as the father to the fatherless.

I understand that there are many sisters among us who are mothers to children who
have absent or unbelieving fathers or fathers who for many other reasons are not involved with
their children’s spiritual growth. To these sisters | want to say that, as in Psalm 68:5-6, God truly
is the father to the fatherless, the defender of widows and the one who sets the lonely in
families. And God works through two ways.

The first is directly. We truly can have a direct relationship with God the Father through
Jesus Christ through prayer, Scripture and the experience of the Spirit in our day to day life. It is
a tragedy that when fathers are missing or unbelievers or even believers who may act
unworthily, the image of God that the children have is heavily influenced. But God is so gracious
and he will work to restore and redeem your children. In 1 Corinthians 7, Paul says that even if
the husband is unbelieving, your children are holy because of your faith in Christ and your
salvation by his grace. This means that God is looking out for your children in a special way, so
don’t lose hope or see the task of raising godly children as impossible. God is with you and he
will teach your children what his true and loving fatherhood is like.

The second way God works is through the church. It is in the church where your children
can find earthly fathers who love them with a holy love. Michelle’s third point was that you are in
a community of believers and we are all brothers and sisters in the Lord. So pray that God will
put godly men in the lives of your children. Pray and ask the Lord for guidance on who and how
you can foster and encourage healthy relationships for your children with godly men. The
church is God’s visible way of redeeming from the effects of broken families.

So don'’t lose heart or hope. All things are possible with God and he loves your children.
Your task is to cooperate with him through consistent prayer, Biblical teaching and faithful living.
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